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Merveille du Jour Griposia aprilina, whose caterpillar feeds on oak.
One of three that were seen in the photographer’s Quorn garden at the

end of September. Photo: Gianpiero Ferrari FRPS.
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VC55

2017 continued to have a steady input of
records from light traps (1,200+) including new
catches from the Allerton Project Rothamsted
trap at Loddington. Several new urban sites
have been added where caddis at garden traps
are being sent for identification (e.g. Cropston,
Whitwick, Coalville) although the input tends
to be from western parts of VC55.  The
commoner species continue to be recorded
widely with only the occasional new species.
Sue Timms' Bagworth garden trap added a
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Indoor Meetings Programme

Our venue is Kirby Muxloe Free Church, Main Street,
Kirby Muxloe LE9 2AN SK517042. The session starts
at 7:30, but most members arrive half an hour earlier
for a natter and a cuppa. Visitors are welcome.
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Thursday 15 February 2018 - Making records
count with Simon Horsnall

Thursday 15 March 2018 - An evening session
with Claire Install

Brush up on your dragonfly and damselfly
identification skills. To be confirmed.

A Different Use for a Garden Asset

I have a black polystyrene Hot Bin Composter -
the kind where you can add food scraps and the
heat generated turns them into compost without
attracting rats, that can sometimes happen in a
normal open compost heap if scraps are added.

Last Monday morning (20 November 2017), I
opened the bin lid to toss in some veggie scraps
and found that the top of the bin was absolutely
crawling with Eristalis tenax hoverflies (Common
Drone Flies) - I counted at least fifteen! Most of
them crawled out the top and flew off to feed on
the nearby ivy flowers, having spent a cosy night
sheltering from the cold. This is unusual - I have
never seen such activity before, or in such
numbers. As they are unlikely to have developed
in there (the larvae are rat-tailed maggots in dirty
water), I assume that they got in via the air vent
hole. A few were certainly there the next day,
whether I had missed counting them or perhaps
they had returned to take advantage of a good
B&B?  We have just experienced the first frosts
of autumn, so I wonder if they will hibernate there
all winter if I don't disturb them too much - or will
it be too warm - perhaps the shed is a better option?

Where did all the Solomon's Seal sawflies go?

I have a big patch of Solomon's Seal growing
under the apple trees, that follow the same
sequence each year.  The snake-like shoots push
up through the bare ground at a mile a minute, then
the drooping white bell flowers attract the female
Hairy-footed Flower Bees Anthophora plumipes
during their life cycle. Then the Solomon's Seal
sawfly larvae Phymatocera aterrima appear, grow
and munch the leaves until there are just leaf
skeletons remaining. As a gardener, great - all the
hard work is usually done - no dead heading - and
ground clear ready for next year. In 2017,
however, the sawfly larvae were virtually missing
and the leaves and stems remain for the gardener
to clear away onto the compost heap. Something
went wrong with the sequence!

Snippets from a Wildlife Gardener

Maggie Frankum


